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I. vehicle FYY
2. the Transport Ministry EtRAE
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6. fare FHEHNE
7. hire j739)
8. individual BAD
d. summon FUOHYT-BETS
0. destination B 893t
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| 3. side job ElES
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Ride-sharing services launched in Tokyo

Japan’s first “ride-sharing” service, which allows regular drivers to use their personal vehicles to
transport customers, were launched in central Tokyo on April 8th. It is expected to help address a
shortage of taxi drivers amid an influx of foreign visitors to Japan. The service operates only in certain
areas and at certain times specified by the Transport Ministry.

Ride-sharing service is often called “ride-hailing” service. There are many ride-sharing services
around the world. In the U.S, Uber was founded in 2009 and Lift was founded in 2012. Yandex Taxi
was founded in 2010 in Russia, Didi was launched in 2012 in China, Careem was founded in 2012 in Dubai,
and Bolt was founded in 2013 in Estonia. Through Free Now, a company founded in 2019 in Germany,
customers can book taxis in more than 150 cities across 9 European countries.

Why did Japan introduce the services almost a decade after other countries? Japan’s taxi industry
has opposed to it for a long time, arguing that allowing ride-sharing would take jobs from taxi drivers
without solving the core issue of a declining number of drivers.

Unlike popular services abroad, drivers under the Japanese ride-sharing system are hired by taxi
companies, which provide training in transporting people and work management. Individual drivers

cannot start operating simply by registering with a cab dispatch app.

address Xy ¥ % - BRY1KD amid ~:i~NE-RHT influx A specify ET 3
core issue %S L5 KXE A )

Q1 What is a difference between the ordinary taxi service and the ride-sharing service?

Q2 Why was the ride-sharing service launched in Japan?

Q3 Where and when do the ride-sharing service operate?
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B “All we ever wanted” Emily Giffin https://amzn.asia/d/iAGqOGe
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https://amzn.asia/d/iAGq0Ge

While Uber is overall cheaper than a taxi in most US cities, the fares of Japan’s ride-sharing services
are about the same amounts charged by ordinary cabs.

@ Customers cannot hail a ride-sharing vehicle on the street like they do with normal taxis. Instead,
they summon a ride-sharing vehicle using a taxi dispatch app, such as “Go” and “S.Ride,”. Passengers
select the pick-up and drop-off locations within the designated area, and the app shows the fare up-front.
When the car arrives at the destination, passengers use a cashless payment method to cover the fare.
The Tokyo Hire-Taxi Association held a ceremony to start the service on the morning of April 8th,
Transport Minister Tetsuo Saito experienced a test-ride and said he felt the vehicle was safe and secure.
“We want to start the services across the country as soon as possible," he said. Digital Transformation
Minister Taro Kono said, “We want many people to feel the convenience of ride-sharing.”

So far, the services have been limited to certain areas and during certain days and hours only. (DThe

areas are: Tokyo’s 23 wards and the cities of Musashino and Mitaka; four cities in Kanagawa Prefecture,

Nagoya and other regions in Aichi Prefecture; and Kyoto city and other regions in Kyoto Prefecture. Later,

the ride-sharing ban is expected to be lifted in eight cities: @Sapporo, Sendai, Saitama, Chiba, Osaka

Kobe, Hiroshima, and Fukuoka. The Transport Ministry says the greatest shortage is in Tokyo on

Saturdays from midnight to 4 a.m., when 2,540 extra vehicles are needed.
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Q8 How can you ask a ride-sharing vehicle to pick you up in Japan?

Q9 Please describe the last time you took a taxi.

(1) How did you find a vehicle? (How long did it take? Did you wait for a long time?)

(2) How long was the ride?

(3) How much was the initial charge?

(4) How much did you pay?

(5) How did you pay? (Did you pay in cash, by credit card, or in other ways?)

Q10 4/8 o FAI T, FHEEIE 1 2GEE LI REN T 2 o a A v P EFBHLEL & 5,

Q11 THODIZ 2T : Why do you think these areas were chosen by the ministry to admit the ride-

sharing services?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TnYu04b1XiI

E Uber Eats service has already spread around Japan, and it has asked Uber Eats delivery workers to
become ride-share drivers. About 1,000 Uber Eats delivery workers have expressed interest, the
company said.

Royal Limousine Incorporated, a taxi dispatcher based in Tokyo’s Koto Ward, is one of the companies
that entered the ride-sharing service market. The company’s staff members make it a rule to check the
health and other conditions of ride-share drivers before they drive off to ensure safety. An alcohol detector
inside the car checks if the driver has consumed alcohol, and the data from the test is sent to the company’s
office.

The central government plans to hold discussions in June on whether to allow non-taxi companies
to enter the ride-sharing market.

An industry group says ride-sharing drivers are mostly in their 20s to 50s, including self-employed
people and homemakers. Many of them do it as their side jobs. According to the survey conducted by
Morning Consult, rideshare driving is the third most popular side hustle in the U.S. to earn some extra

cash after warehouse work and seasonal retail work.

Incorporated(Inc.)#kX &4t self-employed B E¥%%& (M) homemaker £ ¥ ¥ 4%
side hustle Bl % warehouse B & retail work /NEE %k ( )

Q12 Have you recently used Uber Eats service? How do you like it?

Q13 What are the merits of Uber Eats?

Qld TAYAY LY VHTIZ, T4 Py =7 OEEETF I %2 AT TnE 52,

Q15 T4 F¥=TIiowT, BUFIE 6 A% ikimd & TiE T2,

Q16 HADI A FyzT7ofEFICiE, DX R AEbB%WTT D,

Q17 What are the three most popular side hustles in the U.S?

Q18 Do you want to use the ride-sharing service?

Q19 Do you think that employers should allow their employees to have a side job? [ JfRHE 1 < Hi#H]
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1. Japan’s first “ride-sharing” service, which allows regular drivers to use their personal vehicles to

transport customers, were launched in central Tokyo.

2. The service is expected to help address a shortage of taxi drivers amid an influx of foreign visitors to

Japan.

3. Japan’s taxi industry has opposed to it for a long time, arguing that allowing ride-sharing would take

jobs from taxi drivers without solving the core issue of a declining number of drivers.

4 . Rideshare driving is the third most popular side hustle in the U.S.
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